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~~
he given some strictures on the general plan of the work, it would have added much to his favours." He is charmed with your verses on Inchkenneth, says they are very elegant, but bids me tell you he doubts whether
" Legitimas faciunt pedora pura preces 1 "
be according to the rubrick : but that is your concern ; for, you know, he is a Presbyterian.'
*          #          *          *           *           *
' To DR. LAWRENCE 2.
' Feb. 7, 1775.
' One of the Scotch physicians is now prosecuting a corporation that in some publick instrument have stiled him Doctor of Medicine instead of Physician. Boswell desires, being advocate for the corporation, to know whether Doctor of Medicine is not a legiti-mate title, and whether it may be considered as a disadvantageous distinction. I am to write to-night ; be pleased to tell me.
'I am, Sir, your most, &c.,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
' MY DEAR BOSWELL.
' I am surprised that, knowing as you do the disposition of
! Mr. Croker writes (Croker's Boswell, p. 378, note) : — ' The original draft of these verses in Johnson's autograph is now before me. He had first written : —
" Sunt pro legitimis pectora pura sacris ;" he then wrote —
" Legitimas faciunt pura labella preces ;"
which more nearly approaches Mr. Boswell's version, and alludes, happily I think, to the prayers having been read by the young lady. ... The line as it stands in the Works [Sint pro legitimis pura labella sacris, i. 167], is substituted in Mr. Langton's hand. ... As I have reason to believe that Mr. Langton assisted in editing these Latin poemata, I conclude that these alterations were his own.'
2 The learned and worthy Dr. Lawrence, whom Dr. Johnson respected and loved as his physician and friend. BOSWELL. ' Dr. Lawrence was descended, as Sir Egerton Brydges informs me, from Milton's friend [' Lawrence, of virtuous father virtuous son.' Milton's Sonnets, xx.]. One of his sons was Sir Soulden Lawrence, one of the Judges of the King's Bench.' Croker's Boswell, p. 734. See post, March 19, 1782.
yourn one of his notes affixed to his Collection of Old Scottish Poetry, he says, that' to doubt the authenticity of those poems is a refinement in Scepticism indeed.' J. BLAKEWAY.
